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ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The January 28, 2020 Demorest City Council meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal Building 

located at 125 Ivy Street in Demorest.  Councilman Moore opened with the invocation and pledge to the 

flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  CALL TO ORDER and APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. He asked that an item be added to the agenda, 

“V(G) Streets Department Head.”  A motion was made by Councilman Moore to approve the agenda as 

amended.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Davis.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the agenda as amended, adding item “V(G) Streets Department 

Head” was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  Councilman Hendrix took the opportunity to speak about 

“financial transparency.”  He presented a handout (see attachment) concerning the bond rating for the 

City of Demorest.  He noted that the Moody’s (bond) rating for the City of Demorest has dropped from 

A3 to Ba1 in part because of the transfers from the water fund to the general fund.  This rating would 

prohibit the city from obtaining a loan if needed.  Ms. Mixon added that the only way to reduce the 

amount of transfers would be to curtail spending on services other than water or sewer.  Councilman 

Hendrix said that he would donate his time and services to the City and also said that he wished to 

repair the relationship with Piedmont College.  He noted that the acronym MEND (Minimize Economic 

Negatives and maximize Development) might be the basis of a plan to turn the rating around.  There 

were several comments from citizens and Council members regarding this issue and the discussion 

continued for several minutes. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(C):  DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

Fire Chief Ken Ranalli:  Out of town for training. 

 

Police Chief Robin Krockum:  Nothing to report. 

 

Wastewater Plant Manager James Frady:  Nothing to Report 
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Public Works Director Bryan Popham:  The water line for the new hospital building has been moved and 

rerouted.  In addition, 1,039 feet of sewer line will be placed.  The meter swap-out is approximately 50% 

complete.   

Fieldale Farms has made a request for a water line extension off Antioch Church Road.  They will 

pay $10,000.00 toward the cost, which is estimated at $22,000.00.   

Mr. Popham asked that Council again consider purchasing garbage cans for all Demorest 

garbage customers along with the arm for the truck.  He was told to obtain new prices for consideration.   

There are two concrete tanks that require draining, cleaning, and chlorinating.  These are the 

Bear Gap tank and the Winding Stair tank.  The total cost for both will be approximately $4,000.00 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(A):  PORTER STREET ISSUE 

Revisiting the Porter Street paving request from CD Properties, it is not completely clear where the 

public street ends and the private driveway begins.  Surveyors were contacted but were not able to 

meet with City employees to verify the boundaries.  All agreed that paving would be considered for 

Porter Street, but would not include any private property.   

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B):  FIRE CHIEF TRUCK REQUEST 

In reference to the request for a new pickup truck by Fire Chief Ranalli, there was an extended 

discussion.  Chief Ranalli was contacted and placed on speaker phone to contribute to the conversation.  

Many questions were asked by citizens in attendance and by Council members.  Chief Ranalli will be in 

town for the meeting on February 4 and the issue will be discussed further at that time.   

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(C):  365 SEWER BORE 

Bryan Popham told the group that it is not easy to obtain the permit for the bore but all applications and 

fees have been paid.  He estimates approximately one more month before work can begin.   

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(D):  SURVEY OF PIEDMONT GIFT PROPERTY 

Piedmont recently had the parcel surveyed and will send a copy to the City. 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(A):  2020 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Ms. Simonds noted that the City is required by law to approve and publish a list of meeting dates for 

2020.  A list was presented (see attachment) and will be approved at the February 4, 2020 meeting. 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(B):  CHECKING ACCOUNT SIGNATORY 

Ms. Simonds told the group that an additional signatory for the City checking accounts is needed.  There 

are currently three people and two of the three must sign. Council members were asked to think about 

what name might be added. 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(C):  ALTO WATER AGREEMENT 

Alto has asked for a termination of their current water agreement since their need will be greatly 

reduced by the closing of Mt. Vernon Mill.  The agreement does not include Lee Arrendale State Prison.  

The City sells water to them directly.  This item will be considered at the February 4, 2020 meeting.   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(D):  MAINE STREET VARIANCE REQUEST 

The Demorest Planning Commission will meet on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. to consider a 

request from a prospective buyer of the Demorest Depot.  The request is for a conditional use of the 



 

 

property as MEDIUM INTENSITY so that the building can be remodeled for apartments. The 

recommendation from the Planning Commission will be considered at the February 4, 2020 meeting. 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(E): NEW PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER 

A new Planning Commission member is needed since the resignation of Ronnie Tench.  Council members 

were asked to consider nominations and the item will be addressed at the February 4, 2020 meeting. 

 

AGENDA ITEM V(F): LONG TERM GOAL FOR WATER REVENUE 

Dr. Hendrix told the group that he essentially addressed this topic in the PUBLIC COMMENT section.  

More discussion ensued.  

 

AGENDA ITEM V(G):  STREETS DEPARTMENT HEAD 

Nathan Davis would like to make a proposal for a Streets Department Head in view of the fact that all 

other departments have a Head.  It was agreed that more conversations will need to take place. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  Such a motion was made by 

Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix.  This portion of the Regular Session was 

adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting re-adjourned into Regular Session at 8:11 p.m.  With no motions made in Executive 

Session, a motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman 

Harkness.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
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